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REPLY COMMENTS

Pursuant to Section 1.429 of the Commission's Rules,1 the National Spectrum

Managers Association ("NSMA"), 2 by its attorneys, hereby submits this Reply to the

comments filed by WinStar Communications, Inc. ("WinStar") in the above-captioned

rulemaking proceeding. 3

'47 C.F.R. § 1.429 (1999).

2The NSMA, established in 1984, is a voluntary association of individuals involved in
the frequency coordination for fixed terrestrial point-to-point microwave service ("FS"), PCS
and satellite earth stations. NSMA supplements the Commission's coordination rules with
procedural and technical recommendations developed in an open industry forum of
coordinators, licensees and manufacturers. The NSMA's objective is to make the frequency
coordination process more efficient and effective.

3The Report and Order was released by the Commission on October 21, 1998, and it
was published in the Federal Register on December 14, 1998. 63 FR 68903 (Dec. 14, 1998).
NSMA filed a Petition for Reconsideration ("Petition") and a Petition for Interim Relief on
January 13, 1999. WinStar filed comments (UWinStar Comments") on February 24, 1999,
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In its Petition, NSMA urged the Commission to require frequency coordination

for gil technical changes by Part 101 applicants and licensees, regardless of whether

the amendment or modification is classified as "major" or "minor" for filing purposes.4

NSMA continues to be concerned that some minor technical changes by path-specific

licensees governed by Part 101 will cause significant interference. 5 For example, a

change of one second in latitude or longitude could have a substantial impact on the

interference environment where a short microwave path or close proximity to another

station is involved.6

However, NSMA wishes to clarify that its concerns are inapplicable to Part 101

authorizations licensed on an area-wide basis, such as in the local multipoint

distribution service and the 38.6-40.0 GHz band. Because such authorizations are

licensed as exclusive geographic areas, such as Basic Trading Areas or geographic

areas defined by the licensee, minor technical changes within these exclusive areas will

not affect other licensees. Accordingly, NSMA agrees with WinStar that the

Commission should carve out a specific exception to any requirement for prior

coordination of minor technical changes by Part 101 licensees. 7

In addition, NSMA urged the Commission to clarify that all affected parties must

generally supporting NSMA's Petition.

4Petition at 5.

5kt.,. at 6.

6kL.

7WinStar Comments at 4.

691578.1 2



be notified of Part 101 minor technical changes, not just those entities with whom an

entity normally engages in prior coordination.a NSMA continues to believe that

notification of all potentially-affected parties is necessary for path-specific services in

order to prevent interference problems. However, for the reasons set forth above, the

Commission should create an exception to this requirement for geographic licensees.9

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, NSMA respectfully urges the Commission to take the

actions outlined herein.

Respectfully submitted,

NATlON~~~ECTRUMMANA~SASSOCIATION

By: \(u~ 9. ~
Robert J. Miller
Nicole S. Batten
GARDERE & WYNNE, L.L.P.
1601 Elm Street, Suite 3000
Dallas, Texas 75201
(214) 999-3000

Its Attorneys

March 5, 1999

Bpetition at 8.

9WinStar Comments at 4.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Deborah Mashburn, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the

foregoing Reply Comments was sent this 5th day of March, 1999, via first class mail,

postage prepaid, to the following:

Philip L. Verveer
Angie Kronenberg
Sophie J. Keefer
WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER
Three Lafayette Centre
1155 2pt Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-3384

March 5, 1999
Deborah Mashburn
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